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Three sites will receive stream/rain gages 
in November 2001.  What does this mean 
to you? It means: 
  *  more accurate real-time reporting of                       

rainfall and rises in flood levels at up-
stream locations 

  *  earlier and more reliable predictions of 
flood flows on the lower Cosumnes 
River and Dry Creek 

  *  earlier warning for potentially threat-
ened downstream communities. 

 
The first gage will be located on the North 
Fork of the Cosumnes River near the 
Highway 49 crossing.  The second will be 
located on the Middle Fork of the Cosum-
nes near Somerset.  Both will be operated 
by the United States Geological Survey, 
and the data will be telemetered to the 
California-Nevada River Forecast Center 
(CNRFC) in Sacramento.  The CNRFC, a 
joint operation of the National Weather 
Service and the Cali fornia Department of 
Water Resources (DWR), will use the ad-
ditional rainfall and river stage information 
to improve the accuracy of its flood fore-
casts for the Cosumnes River.  During the 
flood season, forecasts will be posted daily 
on the CNRFC web site (http://www.wrh.
noaa.gov/cnrfc/hydrology.htm).  The 
telemetered rainfall and river level data 
will be posted year-around at: http://cdec.
water.ca.gov/ 
 
The third gage will l ocated on Dry Creek 
at Clay Station Road, and will be included 

Stream/Rain Gages  
To be Installed 

in the network of f lood-warning ALERT sta-
tions operated by the Sacramento County 
DWR.  These stations monitor rainfall 
throughout Sacramento County and track 
flooding conditions on many local creeks.  
ALERT rainfall and creek level information 
for the Sacramento region is reported at: 
http://www.sacflood.org/. 
 
The costs of equipment and installation of 
the two gages on the Cosumnes River will be 
provided for by the University of Cali fornia, 
Davis, and will be installed by the United 
States Geological Survey.  The costs of op-
eration and maintenance for these two gages 
will be shared between the Cali fornia  

(Continued on page 3) 

You may recall from Cosumnes River Task 
Force Newsletter, Issue 3, one of the spring 
tour stops was a one-mile stretch of the Co-
sumnes River in need of rehabilit ation and 
restoration.  On October 5, 2001 the Slough-
house Resource Conservation District sub-
mitted a grant to CALFED to provide chan-
nel and vegetation restoration and 
monitoring for this very same 
stretch.   We will l et you know the 
outcome in the Spring Newsletter. 

Restoration Project 



Phase II Funding of 
The Cosumnes River Watershed Resources Inventory 

Approved by CALFED 
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In February 2001, CALFED Bay-Delta Water-
shed Program announced a request for proposals.  
The submittal process was two tiered.  First, a 
pre-proposal was submitted and those that quali-
fied were asked to submit a full proposal.  CAL-
FED received 168 pre-proposals.  Of those 168 
pre-proposals, 104 were asked to submit full pro-
posals.  The Sloughhouse Resource Conserva-
tion District, in cooperation with the Cosumnes 
River Task Force, was asked to submit a full pro-
posal for the Cosumnes River Watershed Re-
sources Inventory, Phase II.  In June 2001, we 
were notified that our proposal had been ap-
proved for funding.   
 
The first phase of the Resources Inventory is 
scheduled for completion on December 3, 2001.  
The Natural Resources Conservation Service has 
been  working dili gently to finish compili ng data 
from various agencies to be used in analyzing 
problems associated with erosion, sediment, and 
flood events.  The data collected will also be 
used to identify information gaps needing to be 
fill ed during Phase II. 
 
The Cosumnes River Watershed Resources In-
ventory, Phase II will complete the resources in-
ventory and allow for the future development of 
a watershed management plan.  Phase II wil l 
compile recent and historic aerial imagery, pre-
pare a map of erosion features in the watershed, 
develop a land cover/land use map, prepare and 
evaluate a map of unsurfaced roads, prepare pre-
dictive sediment yield analysis, assess channel 
condition, monitor sediment transport, create a 
map depicting historical reconstruction of the 
middle reach, assess watershed conditions and 
identify resource problems, create watershed 
conditions assessment, and conduct public out-
reach and education. 
 
“The mission of the CALFED Bay-Delta Pro-
gram is to develop and implement a long-term 
comprehensive plan that will restore ecological 
health and improve water management for  

The Meiss Road Bridge, constructed in 1894, was 
closed to automotive use in the 1960s, but remained 
open to pedestrians and bicyclists until 1991 when van-
dalism destroyed about half the deck rendering it unsafe 
for passage.  The 217 foot 
long steel truss bridge was 
dismantled and moved to 
Mather Field, in June 
2001, where it now awaits 
someone to rebuild it.  In 
fact, this historic bridge is 
free, to a good home that 
is. Sacramento County 
wants assurance that who-
ever takes the bridge will 
rebuild it. For more infor-
mation visit, http://www.
sacdot.com/projects/
meissrdbridge/ 
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beneficial uses of the Bay-Delta System” (http://calfed.
ca.gov/general/mission.html). 
 
CALFED has four primary objectives are related directly 
to the key program areas of water quali ty, ecosystem 
quality, water supply and vulnerabili ty of Bay-Delta sys-
tem. 
· Provide good water quali ty for all beneficial uses 
· Improve and increase aquatic and terrestrial habitats 

and improve ecological functions in the Bay-Delta to 
support sustainable populations of diverse and valu-
able plant and animal species  

· Reduce the mismatch between Bay-Delta water sup-
plies and current and projected beneficial uses de-
pendent on the Bay-Delta system  

· Reduce the risk to land use and associated economic 
activities, water supply, infrastructure, and the eco-
system from catastrophic breaching of Delta levees.  
http://www.calfed.water.ca.gov/general/objectives.
html 

Update on the Meiss Br idge 



On September 13, 2001 Cosumnes River Task Force 
members and other watershed stakeholders joined in 
a tour of the upper watershed.  The first stop was Sly 
Park Reservoir, second was a prescribed burn site 
and the third was the Spinetta Winery & Family 
Vineyard. 
 
David Witter with the El Dorado Irrigation District 
(EID) was the first presenter on the tour.   Mr. Witter 
was gracious enough to give a historical overview of 
the development of Sly Park Reservoir and the vari-
ous recent and proposed changes.  
 
The EID was created in 1925 and services munici-
palities, urban and agricultural lands.  The reservoir 
is not a flood control structure and often after a nor-
mal rainy season is at full capacity.  For more infor-
mation visit their web site at  http://www.eid.org. 
 
Karen Quidachay with the American River Conser-
vancy (ARC), http://www.arconservancy.org/ deliv-
ered the second presentation of the tour.  Ms Quida-
chay explained that the ARC has been working on 
projects in the upper watershed over the past few 
years with a primary emphasis on preserving 
meadow habitat.  The ARC completed an Environ-
mental Assessment on the upper watershed earlier 
this year and recently completed their Strategic Plan.  
She added that the ARC has  purchased one conser-
vation easement and one fee title to aid in preserving 
important meadow habitat.  They hope to continue 
these purchases in the future. 
 
The second stop was just down the road at a pre-
scribed burn site.  Joan McNamara, Fuels Off icer 
with the Amador Ranger District and Chuck 
Mitchell , Soil Scientist/Watershed Program Leader 
with the Eldorado National Forest Service (NFS) ad-
dressed vegetation management, fuel treatments, and 
recent changes in management practices.  They also 
explained that one of the main challenges the NFS 
faces is protecting homes that are on the urban/rural 
interface. 
 
The third stop was at the Charles Spinetta Winery & 
Spinetta Family Vineyard.  The Spinettas have been 
working hard to comply with the rigorous  
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Watershed Tour 

environmental regulations set forth by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA).   
 
For more information on the Spinetta Vineyard call 
(209) 245-3384 or visit their web site at:  http://www.
charlesspinettawinery.com/. 
 
Concluding the tour was Dick McCleery, Resource 
Conservation and Development.  Mr. McCleery has 
been working on a proper functioning condition meth-
ods that are applied to foothill streams and rivers to 
identify problems and aid in developing solutions to 
water quali ty and supply problems. 
 
A special thank you to all those who made presenta-
tions and helped with tour logistics.  
 
If you are interested in being notified about future 
tours please contact Tina Lunt (916) 714-1104 ext. 
112 or  tina.lunt@ca.usda.gov. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Department of Water Resources (DWR), Sacramento 
County DWR, Sacramento Area Flood Control 
Agency (SAFCA) and Reclamation District 800.  The 
ALERT gage on Dry Creek will  be funded, installed, 
and operated by Sacramento County DWR.   
 
These improvements in federal, state and local flood-
warning capabili ty will benefit communities along the 
Cosumnes River and the City of Galt.  Craig Crouch, DWR 
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Shown above are Ron Monk, Amador Resource Conservation District;  
Joan McNamara, Amador Ranger District; Chuck Mitchell, Eldorado 
National Forest; and Don Nottoli, Supervisor 5th District, Sacramento 
County discussing prescribed burns during the recent Watershed Tour. 

Stream/Rain Gages 


