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Resour ces Inventory

Phase Il Underway!

In February 2001,the CALFED Bay-Delta
Watershed Program announced a request
for propacsals. The Sloughhowse Resource
Conservation District (RCD), in coopera-
tion with the Cosumnes River Task Force,
submitted a propasal for the Cosumnes
River Watershed Resources Inventory,
Phase Il. In June 2001,we were natified
that the proposal had been approved for
fundng.

The Sloughhowse RCD has subcontracted
with Jones & Stokes Associates, Inc., alo-
cd environmental consulting firm, to com-
plete amajor portion d Phase Il of the Re-
sources Inventory.

Tasksto be completed by the Sloughhouse
RCD and Jones & Stokes include:

Compili ng recent aeia photographs
and satellit e images, digital terrain
model (DTM) and aher base maps;, as-
sessng project implicaions of data and
construct a Geographicd Information
System (GIS) assessment and dsplay
todl.

Conducting an assessment of signifi-
cant erosion and sources of sediment
yield in each sub-basin of the Water-
shed.

Preparing recent historical land cover/

OUR MISSION

land-use maps of the Watershed. Identi-
fying locations and types of changes that
have occurred ower time.

Developing an ursurfaced road map of
the entire watershed. The map will be
used in the sediment yield analysisandin
Phase Il to determine where road de-
commissoning and road drainage im-
provements $oud be targeted.

Predicting relative sediment yield by sub-
watershed and land cover/use type. This
aid in predicting typical effedsfarming,
grazing and logging have on soil cond-
tions.

Inventorying stream channel erosion lo-
cation and severity in al aluvia reades.

Monitoring and charaderizing sediment

transport. Thiswill be used to estimating
the amount and frequency of gravel

(Continued on page 2)
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“The mission of the Cosumnes River Task Force is to develop a long termn strategy
that will encourage restoration of watershed health and improve flood management™




What is Going on in Your

Water shed?

M okel umne-Cosumnes Watershed Alli-
ance, http://www.mcwatershed.org/
index.html

“The Mokelumne-Cosumnes Watershed
Alliancefadlitates communication, identi-
fies and supparts conflict resolution, opti-
mizes resources, identifies and pursues
funding oppatuniti es, encourages partner-
ships and improves the integration of the
various environmental, flood control and
beneficial use oppatunitiesin the Moke-
lumne and Cosumnes watersheds.”

Cosumnes River Preserve,
http://www.cosumnes.org/

“The Cosumnes River Preserveis dedicated
to

Safeguarding and restoring the finest
remaining example of a California
valley oak riparian (streamside) ew-
system and its surrounding habitats.
Restoring and creding freshwater
wetlands to increase the Padfic Fly-
way's populations of migratory wa-
terfowl.

Demonstrating the compatibility of
human uses -- particularly agricul-
ture, reaedion, and educaion -- with
the natural environment.”

The American River Conservancy,
http://www.arconservancy.org/

“The American River Conservancy's mis-
sionisto proted and enhance natural habi-
tats where biodiversity can flourish; and to
promote, through environmental education,
abroad ethic of stewardship, assuring
hedthy easystems now and for future gen-
erations.”

EL Dorado National Forest Service,
http://www.r5.fsfed.us/eldorado/

“The misson of the USDA Forest Serviceis
to sustain the health, diversity, and produc-
tivity of the Nation’ s forests and grasslands
to meet the neads of present and future gen-
erations.”

If you don't have accessto the internet but
are dtill i nterested in ore of these sites
please mntact the Cosumnes River Task
Forceandwe will be happy to supdy you
the information you need.
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Another El Nino Year Predicted

When was the last El Nino? Remember the bizarre weaher of
19971998 @ 19831984? Thaose were particularly potent El Nino
events.

“An El Nino accurs when the ocean-atmosphere system in the tropi-
cd Padfic Ocean is disrupted. Normally, trade winds blow toward
the west acrossthe tropical Padfic Ocean, pling up warm surface
water in the west Padfic. In a dasdgc El Nino, the trade winds relax
in the central and western Padfic, leaving warm water in the east Pa-
cific. Heavy rainfall foll ows the warm water esstward, leading to
floodng in Peru and California, among other places. Meanwhil e, ar-
eas far to the west, such as Indoresia and Australia, suffer

droughts” (Charting El Nino— CNN, March 7,2002).

Peruvian fisherman, in the 19th century, are aedited with recogniz-
ing and naming this climatic event. They named it El Nino after the
Spanish word for “the Christ Child” asthey started to ndicethe
warming waters aroundChristmas time. The warm waters brought in
tropicd fish while the @ld water anchowvies, the fisherman were used
to caching, disappeared. The disappearanceof the anchovies nat
only has anegative dfed on the fisherman, but on the bird popua-
tionaswell. Ancther effed of thiswarming pattern is the floodng in
Peru.

It is gill to ealy to predict the strength of the coming El Nino a
what weaher condtions it might bring. The outlook shoud be much
cleaer by the end d Jure.

Resources Inventory Phase |l (Cont.)

(Continued from page 1)
reauitment potentially affeding the criticd spawning reaches
downstream and to estimate the quantiti es of sediment suspended
that may be adversely effeding spawning gravel quality.

Reaonstructing the history of the river planform and profil e be-
tween confluence with Mokelumne River and Highway 16, and
correlating it to the history of natural and man-caused events.

Assessng watershed conditi ons and identifying resource prob-
lems.

Preparing a watershed assesgment report that focuses on prob-
lems and pdential solutions to watershed disturbances.

Holding pulic medings, creating newsletters, and continuotsly
updeting the web-site, http//www.cosumnesriver.org.




L ower Watershed Tour

In 2000,the Cosumnes River Task Force (CRTF)
toured the Midde Watershed from Wiltonto
Highway 16. In 2001 the CRTF toured the
Upper Watershed from Plymouth to Sy Park.
This year the CRTF toured the Lower Watershed
from the Cosumnes River Preserve to Franklin.

Our first stop was the Cosumnes River Preserve
(CRP) Visitor Center where we were met by Mike
Eaton, CRP Diredor and Keith Whitener, Fisher-
ies Biologist.

The Nature Conservancy and its partners, includ-
ing bath pubic and private organizations and
locd, state and federal agencies, creaed the Co-
sumnes River Preservein 1987. The CRP was
created to proted one of the biologicaly richest
locationsin the Central Valley, the aeabetween
the Cosumnes and the Mokelumne Rivers. The
Cosumnes River Preserve hdldstitleto or ease-
ments on atotal of 44,000aaes of both wetlands
and upands.

After the visitor center, we were escorted to our
secondstop, the Accidental Forest. The Acciden-
tal Forest was creaed in 1985when alevee
breach deposited masgve amounts of sand onthe
property of alocd landowner. The sand rear the
river was not removed and by the next year trees
had begunto grow. Because of the alditional
time it would take to remove the trees the farmer
grew his crop aroundthem. By the following year
the trees had grown so much that it wasn’'t worth
the time it would take to remove them. Sincethat
time, The Nature Conservancy has purchased the
property andit is now a part of the Cosumnes
River Preserve.

The next stop was the Tall Forest, the largest
patch of valley oak riparian woodand remaining
in California. The Tal Forest is home to many
songbirds. However, recently black rats have
been killi ng the songbirds before they even hatch.
The cause of their deah was unknavn urtil scien-
tists, using cameras, fake nests and infrared sen-
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sors caught the black rats on camera.

Thefina stop onthe preserve was the Bean Ranch
ak.aMcCormick-Willi amson Trad. The McCor-
mick-Willi amson Trad isaleveead farm in the delta
just below the confluence of the Cosumnes and the
Mokelumne Rivers. The Cosumnes River Preserve
leasses the land to local farmers. Modificaionsto
the leveesince that time have included re-sloping
and replanting with native grasses, will ows and cot-
tornwoodk.

The tour groupthen procealed to the Onetos' ranch
for lunch. Mel Oneto spoke on problems he has en-
countered with irrigating the various crops he grows
and hawv the floods of 1997 almost readed their
home (abou amile from theriver). Wewere dle
to drive out to the Cosumnes River from their home
where the Fisheries Foundation, with cooperation
from the Onetos, were aleto install afish passage
under the Onetos’ wet crossng.

The Cosumnes River Task Force would like to
thank all of the guest speakers for allowing us ac-
cessto their property and teading us more éou
the Cosumnes River. Also, aspedal thanksto the
Onetos for a fabulous lunch!




Cosumnes River Early Warning Systems

Despite problemsinvaved in seauring fundng,  in May and we ae hopeful that those permits will
the CRTFOs goal to have aminimum of two rain  be granted soon. If the permits are gproved as
gagesinstalled and operational onthe Cosumnes expeded, the gages will be installed onthe right-
River appears close to becoming aredity. The of-way easement owned by El Dorado Courty on
two gages, to beinstaled onthe north and mid-  the North Fork and onland owned by the Bureau
dle forks, were not in pacethis past rainy sea- of Land Management onthe Midd e Fork of the
sonas aresult of these funding difficulties. Cosumnes River.

However, fundng to install and ogerate the
gages was recently seaured and an install ation
and operational goa of October of this year has
been set.

Unfortunately, the aurrent level of fundng se-
cured to-date is only sufficient to cover the st :
of operating the gages during high flow events. 5 Proposed

The Department of Water Resources, Central HE:sniig.
District will i nstall the two gages and they will : S

also operate and maintain the gages until addi- | LisCs sie)Lee
tional funding can be obtained in arder to pay '
for the United States Geologicd Survey (USGS) )

to take over their operation and maintenance. Wi Fark Gage St Todl

Saaamento Courty applied for land-use permitS  idie Fork Proposed Gage site
Photo Courtesy of Craig Crouch, Saaamento Courty DWR

In Tributeto Floyd R. Summers, P.E.

By Carl Werder, MP-120

Unfortunately, sometimes we really don’t take the time to appredate our fell ow co-workers urtil they
retire or passon. Inthis case, the latter istrue, as sadly Floyd Summers passed away March 8, 20@.
Although many of us have worked with Floyd these many years, na many knew of al the things he
did in hiscaea. His greatest accompli shment however, as most of us who knew him well know, has
to be his marriage to hiswife, Marilyn, and their two wonderful children, Nicole and Craig.

Floyd was a native Californian, ban onSeptember 19, 1941jn Fall River Mill s, CA - the same place
he was interred onMarch 21, 2002. Floyd graduated from Chico State with aB.S. in Civil Engineer-
ing, classof 1965. While going to schod in Chico, Floyd spent his simmers working for the Bureau
of Land Management in Redding (in 1962 and the Alaska Department of Highways (1963- 1965.
Hisfirst “official” Federal positionwas with the Bureau of Public Roadsin August 1965

In November 1965,Floyd went to work for agred ouitfit - the Bureau of Redamation - in Region 5
in Albuglerque, NM. After 10 months there, he foundahomein Region 2at aplace cdled the Tracy
Field Divisionin Tracy, CA, in September 1966. Even thowgh Floyd was only in this officefor 6
months this time, he was destined to return! In 1967, Floyd went to Region 1, working out of the
Lower Colombia Development Officein Salem, OR. He remained there for 5 years before taking a
pasitionin the Padfic Northwest Regional Office, Division d Planning, in Boise, ID. During this
period d employment, Floyd joined the National Society of Professonal Engineers (NSFE) in 1968
(Continued on Page 5)
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In Tributeto Floyd R. Summers, P.E. (Cont.)

(Continued from Page 4)

Floyd’'s next positionwas in the Division d Planning for the Lower Colorado Regionin Boulder
City, NV. Heremained there for over 3 yeas, bu memories of his coll ege-days simmer employ-
ment and the cdl of the wild drew him bad to Alaska, thistime to Juneau. He went to work as the
Chief of the Civil Engineering Branch, Planning Division, for the Department of Energy, Alaska
Power Administration,in March 1973. Since Floyd loved to fish and hurt and to travel down any
dirt road to seewhere it would go, Alaska must have been paradise for him.

After 5 1/2 yearsin Alaska, the family moved badk to the “Lower 48,” thistime with the Western
AreaPower Administrationin Golden, CO. While & this office, from October 1982through Novem-
ber 1990,Floyd was a Chapter and State Officer in the Colorado Society of Professonal Engineers
and a Chair and Governor in the Professonal Engineesin Government (PEG). He was the South-
west Region Vice Chair from 1989to 1991.

In December 1990,the California boy returned to bah his home state and Redamation by joining the
Mid-Paafic Region, Planning Division, in Saaamento. During Floyd’stime in Planning (December
1990to October 1998, he spent 6 months working for the Northern California Area Office helping
onthe Red Bluff Demonstration Projed. Floyd aso got very involved with the Sacamento River
Discovery Center in Red Bluff helping to suppat this 500-aae outdoar education center for nature.

Floyd was very adive in NSFE and was the Saaamento Vall ey Chapter President and California So-
ciety of Professonal Engineeas (CSPE)/PEG Chair. As State President (a position he held from
199698), Floyd became know as the “Father of the New CSFE.” Through Floyd's effortsto buld
coalitions and h's determination to make way for change, CSFE was re-engineered and hesled the
National organizationin membership marketing and aher innowetive programs. For example, Floyd
was the first elected President of the California Society of Professonal Enginee's Education Founda-
tion (CSPEEF). CSPFEEF has gained national recognition for providing grantsto pay the exam fees
for studentsto takethe EIT. Another of Floyd's passons was “Mathcourts,” a program that pro-
motes mathematics education for over 20,000 - and 8"-graders throughout California.

In October 1998,Floyd transferred bad to
the officewhere he'd worked in 22years
edlier in hiscareer, a Tracy, CA. Herehe
worked and commuted from hishomein
Rancho Murieta. Floyd was passonate
abou hiswork and took onead projed
with the zest of a @llege grad with hisfirst
job; the latest being the infrastructure im-
provements at the Tracy Fish Colledion Fa-
cility. Floyd was 60 at the time of his deah,
and he left behind alegacy of accomplish-
mentsin a area with the Federal Govern-
ment that spanned 35 d those years. He
will be grealy missed.
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